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The Blind Men and the Elephant
A king in ancient India invited four men into his court who were blind and set before them an elephant and asked them to say what it was.  The first man grabbed the elephant’s tail and said “It is long and flexible – an elephant is like a rope.”  The second man took hold of the elephant’s leg and said “No, it is thick and round – an elephant is like a tree.”  The third man felt the elephant’s side and said, “No, it is nothing like that at all.  It is large and flat – an elephant is like a wall.”  The fourth man grabbed the elephant’s tusk and said “No it is hard and sharp – an elephant is like a spear.”  And the king described to all the hearers in his court how we all are like these men in our understanding of God.  We see only in part.  Indeed, all the religions of the world are but the gropings of blind men after a truth much too great for any human mind to grasp.

Discussion Questions:

1. What do you find to be helpful, interesting or illuminating about the parable?
2. What, if anything, do you find problematic?

Scripture Passage:
1 John 1:1-3  
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-  2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us-  3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

