City Campus


Series: The Problems with Christianity


Topic: Bible
TXT IN 917-284-8583 Questions

OUTLINE
3 Things Said about the Bible

“We can’t trust the Bible scientifically”

Miracles

Evolution

“We can’t trust the Bible historically”

No original Texts

Gospels as Legends

Written to far past the original dates

Seemingly filled with contradictions

 “We can’t trust the Bible culturally”

Race

Sexuality
Discussion Questions:
1. Which “problem with the Bible” have you heard the most? Which one have you struggled with the most and why? 
2. How would you go about answering some of these claims?
Quote
“When the Old Testament says that Sennacherib’s invasion was stopped by angels (II Kings 19:35), and Herodotus says it was stopped by a lot of mice who came and ate up all the bowstrings of the whole army (Herodotus, Bk.II, Sect.141), an open-minded person will be on the side of the angels. Unless you start by begging the question [assuming miracles cannot happen] there is nothing intrinsically unlikely in the existence of angels or in the action described to them. But mice just don’t do these things.”  C.S. Lewis

“I have been reading poems, romances, vision literature, legends, myths all my life. I know what they are like. I know none of them are like this. Of this text there are only two possible views. Either this is reportage...pretty close to the facts, nearly as close as Boswell. Or else, some unknown [ancient] writer... without known predecessors or successors, suddenly anticipated the whole technique of modern novelistic, realistic narrative...The reader who doesn’t see this has simply not learned how to read.” (C.S.Lewis) 

Scripture Passages
NIV 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
“We can’t trust the Bible scientifically”

Miracles
· Science cannot disprove miracles. The scientific method tells us how nature customarily behaves when we have been looking at it. We cannot know how it has behaved before we looked or in places haven't looked or what it will look like in the future. In fact, Heisenberg's principle of indeterminacy--physicists are unable to know at the same time both the position and the momentum of a sub-atomic particle--has led some to say that it is impossible to rule out any given configuration of particles. 

· Therefore, empirical scientific observation can never prove or disprove what could happen, it can only report on how things normally happen. 

· If there is a personal God (as the Bible says) then we should assume miracles could happen. Unless you are sure there is no God (which by the way is a faith commitment), you can’t rule out the possibility of miracles.  

Evolution
· The Bible is not asking the scientific question—“In what manner was the earth created?” It is asking the authority question, “By whom was it created?” Gen 1 is clear, that it is God who did it. He is in charge. After that we are not told if it was through literal days or evolution or some other paradigm. 
· Science and Christianity are not at odds because they are addressing different questions. Therefore the case that they are opposed to each other is fanciful. 
“We can’t trust the Bible historically”

No original Texts

· True. Still, most scholars agree that we have today the same Gospels that were originally written (except for some very small variations that don’t have much theological significance). How can we be so sure? Most other documents from antiquity are usually 500-1000 years newer than the originals and we only have a handful of copies. We don’t doubt though that we can trust them. Yet we have thousands more of early manuscript copies of the Bible that come within a few decades of the original composition. Textual Criticism has shown that the document we have today is valid.
Gospels as Legends

· See quote. The literary style indicates strongly this is not myth or legend trying to give us morals, but in fact reportage. Ancient forms of fiction did not contain the kind of irrelevant details found in the Gospels (like the 153 fish in John 21:11 or Mark 4:38 and the boat cushion). These details are unnecessary which means the authors could only have put them in during a time writers never put in extra details, only because those details were true.
Written to far past the original dates

· The discovery of Papyrus Egerton 2, a fragment of John dating from AD 130 makes it virtually impossible to date the writing of John later than about AD 90 or 95.  Since John is considered to be the last of the gospels written, it means all the Gospels were written 60-90 A.D., or 30-60 years after the life of Jesus, within the lifetime of eyewitnesses to Jesus.  
· That’s important because then they were written by people who could get access to accurate historical information and because others could “fact-check” these findings by using the eye-witness accounts cited.
Seemingly filled with contradictions

· Most discrepancies are not contradictions in the text but either 1) a difference in author choice (each author is trying to highlight a particular theme) or 2) a difference in selective memory.
 “We can’t trust the Bible culturally”

Race-The Bible never condones racism, but shows people who are. Slavery is never encouraged, but it is reported.
Sexuality and Sex ethics-If the Bible is true, every culture will run up against it in some way.
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