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Excerpt from “Rebellion” in The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevsky

Ivan for a minute was silent, his face became all at once very sad.

"… For the hundredth time I repeat, there are numbers of questions, but I've only taken the children, because in their case what I mean is so unanswerably clear. Listen! If all must suffer to pay for the eternal harmony, what have children to do with it, tell me, please? It's beyond all comprehension why they should suffer, and why they should pay for the harmony. Why should they, too, furnish material to enrich the soil for the harmony of the future? … It's not worth the tears of that one tortured child who beat itself on the breast with its little fist and prayed in its stinking outhouse, with its unexpiated tears to 'dear, kind God'! It's not worth it, because those tears are unatoned for. They must be atoned for, or there can be no harmony. But how? How are you going to atone for them? … too high a price is asked for harmony; it's beyond our means to pay so much to enter on it. And so I hasten to give back my entrance ticket, and if I am an honest man I am bound to give it back as soon as possible. And that I am doing. It's not God that I don't accept, Alyosha, only I most respectfully return him the ticket." 

"That's rebellion," murmured Alyosha, looking down. 

"Rebellion? I am sorry you call it that," said Ivan earnestly. "One can hardly live in rebellion, and I want to live. Tell me yourself, I challenge your answer. Imagine that you are creating a fabric of human destiny with the object of making men happy in the end, giving them peace and rest at last, but that it was essential and inevitable to torture to death only one tiny creature—that baby beating its breast with its fist, for instance—and to found that edifice on its unavenged tears, would you consent to be the architect on those conditions? Tell me, and tell the truth." 

"No, I wouldn't consent," said Alyosha softly. 
Discussion Questions

1. How would you answer Ivan’s question to Alyosha?  Explain your answer.
2. The problem of evil is often stated like this: If there is a God that is all-good and all-powerful, then evil would not exist.  Evil clearly does exist, so God does not.  Discuss this claim as a group.

3. Have you encountered tragedy and suffering in your life that made you question God?  How did you deal with that?

