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Love (or not) in an iPod world
By Laura Vanderkam (USA Today—Condensed)
You could never call me an early adopter. I just got an iPod this Christmas. Even if I'm late to the party, though, I adore the thing. Often I marvel that all the music I love is available at the touch of a button in a device smaller than a graham cracker.
Yes, but as we celebrate Valentine's Day, here's a less merry idea: Modern youth culture's love affair with the iPod may explain why this holiday will be lonelier for many people of my generation.

It's no secret that, when it comes to love, today's twentysomethings aren't settling down. Among urban twentysomethings, people sporting wedding rings seem rarer than young people walking around without iPod cords dangling down their necks. About a third of men and a quarter of women ages 30-34 have never tied the knot. That's 3 to 4 times the 1970s rate.
Why? One of the biggies is that the modern approach to dating takes its cues from our digital music players. Marriage, on the other hand, is more like a car radio.
Your whims and checklists matter a lot less than your commitment to go with the flow. That sounds so old-fashioned. But when it comes to love, what's new isn't always better. Jillian Straus grilled 100 twenty- and thirtysomethings for her new book, Unhooked Generation: The Truth About Why We're Still Single.

"The thing I was most surprised about in my interviews was how eager men were for a long-term relationship," she says. "Of course, women were, too." What they shared was that they didn't know how to get there. Her book documents why we're clueless. As I was reading, I realized she could have been talking about the reasons I love my iPod.

First, we live in a culture of infinite choice. With my Internet connection, I can have any song imaginable — early 1990s Indigo Girls to Renaissance motets — in my iPod in five minutes. Likewise, with 40 million singles using online dating sites, you could date someone new every night for the rest of your life.

Second, we believe it's all about us. On my iPod, I can arrange my playlists any way I want them. The fact that no one else on the planet enjoys both early '90s Indigo Girls songs and Renaissance motets is of no matter to me.

Likewise, Straus discovered that modern young people have long checklists of what they want in a mate. One man rattled off 25 "must-have" qualities, from being "ambitious" to "patient," from being a "team player" to having "the ability to be herself." Oh, and she needed to be sexy and like sports. After all, we can customize our playlists. Why not a spouse?

Third, we cherish our ability to skip to the next song. If a tune on your iPod bugs you, no worries. Just shuffle forward. Likewise, Straus kept hearing young people express a fear of "settling." If you get married, the next person you meet at a bar might be your soul mate. Better, we think, to keep that shuffle option open.

iPods make music lovers swoon. There's a problem with following their dictates, though, when it comes to finding a partner. Too much choice makes people less likely to commit. In a famous study, social psychologist Mark Lepper had two displays of jams set up in a grocery store. One had six varieties, the other 24. The larger display lured more tasters, but people were 10 times as likely to buy jam from the smaller one.

No wonder U.S. album sales (which require committing to one artist) fell about 7% in 2005 — and fewer young people are willing to commit to a special someone.

When I was 24, I thought I'd marry an artsy type around my age after a multiyear courtship. I wound up saying "I do" 18 months after being swept off my feet by a business guy 10 years my senior. He feigned not knowing who James Joyce was when we met.

So what? Kindness and humor count for a lot more. As for shuffling, well, the fear of settling is based on the idea that demand for our company is infinite. Part of married happiness is realizing that your spouse is doing a lot more settling than you are. Even if I am the queen of my iPod.

Indeed, studies show that married people are happier than are singles. They're healthier, wealthier, and have more and better sex. "Marriage, like the car radio, is not as predictable, may not always have things in it that are to your tastes, but occasionally provides an experience that is deeper, more moving, and more exciting than anything you expected.” There's great joy in listening to what the DJ chooses for you.
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Questions:

1) Why do you think romance is on the decline in our society? Use ideas brought up here, and your own.
2) What do you think romance is? (This is the second question on purpose). Answer the first question first!  
Passage:
NIV Proverbs 5:15 Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well. 16 Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares? 17 Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers. 18 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. 19 A loving doe, a graceful deer-- may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love.
