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NY Times March 2, ’10 Study Finds Cohabiting Doesn’t Make a Union Last    (shortened article)                    By SAM ROBERTS           http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/03/us/03marry.html
Couples who live together before they get married are less likely to stay married, a new study has found. The study of men and women ages 15 to 44 was done by the National Center for Health Statistics using data from the National Survey of Family Growth conducted in 2002. The authors define cohabitation as people who live with a sexual partner of the opposite sex.
“From the perspective of many young adults, marrying without living together first seems quite foolish,” said Prof. Pamela J. Smock, a research professor at the Population Studies Center at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. “Just because some academic studies have shown that living together may increase the chance of divorce somewhat, young adults themselves don’t believe that.”
The authors found that the proportion of women in their late 30s who had ever cohabited had doubled in 15 years, to 61 percent. Half of couples who cohabit marry within three years, the study found. “The figures suggest to me that cohabitation is still a pathway to marriage for many college graduates, while it may be an end in itself for many less educated women,” said Kelly A. Musick, a professor of policy analysis and management at Cornell.
 “Cohabitation is increasingly becoming the first co-residential union formed among young adults,” the study said. “As a result of the growing prevalence of cohabitation, the number of children born to unmarried cohabiting parents has also increased.” 

In general, one in five marriages will dissolve within five years. One in three will last less than 10 years. Those figures varied by race, ethnicity and sex. The likelihood of black men and women remaining married for 10 years or more was 50 percent. The probability for Hispanic men was the highest, 75 percent. Among women, the odds are 50-50 that their marriage will last less than 20 years.
Women who were not living with both of their biological or adoptive parents at 14 were less likely to be married and more likely to be cohabiting than those who grew up with both parents.
Questions:
1) Have you found it hard to “date” or meet other people in your context? Safer version: Do you think it has gotten harder for college students to really get to know someone intimately and if so why?
2) What do you think the solution to really getting to know someone else when there is no agreed upon method to do so in America?
Text:
Quote:

What is it we want when we elevate the love partner to the position of God?  We want redemption – nothing less.  We want to be rid of our faults, of our feeling of nothingness.  We want to be justified, to know that our creation has not been in vain…  Even the partner who plays God in the relationship cannot stand it for long, as at some level he knows that he does not possess the resources that the other needs and claims.

· Ernest Becker, The Denial of Death
ESV 1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.











