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Questions:
1. How have you seen religious views dividing people, and secularism making people indifferent to helping each other out? What do we do about this?
2. In your experience what has been the reason why Christians get a bad name in society? How does the public view Christians today? Tolerant or intolerant and why?
Passage:
Jeremiah 29:4-7
NIV Jeremiah 29:4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." 
Quote:

Roman authority: The doctors were quite incapable of treating the disease. Equally useless were the prayers in the temple. The people became afraid to visit anyone, and as a result thousands of people died with no one to look after them. Indeed, there were many houses in which all the inhabitants perished through lack of any attention....The bodies of the dying were heaped one on top of the other, and half-dead creatures could be seen staggering about in the streets.  The catastrophe was so overwhelming that men became indifferent to every rule of morality...Many pushed sufferers away, even their dearest, often throwing them into the road before they were dead, hoping to avert contamination...As for the gods, they seemed not to matter when one saw the good and the bad dying indiscriminately." 
Eyewitness: Most Christians [not all!] in the plague showed unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves and thinking only of one another. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and many departed their life serenely happy, for they were infected by their neighbors and cheerfully accepted their pains. ...The best of our brothers lost their lives in this manner, a number of elders..." 
Rodney Stark: The consequences of all this was that pagan survivors faced greatly increased odd of conversion because of their greatly increased attachments to Christians. 
-Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity
