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"We'll think about it."




	Hebrew Scriptures: Exodus 20
	Qur'an

	3: Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
	17:22: Do not associate another deity with God.
47:19: Know therefore that there is no god but God.

	13: Thou shalt not kill.
	17:33: And do not take any human being's life - that God willed to be sacred - other than in [the pursuit of] justice."

	14: Thou shalt not commit adultery.
	17:32: You shall not commit adultery. Surely it is a shameful deed and an evil way.

	15: Thou shalt not steal.
	5:38 & 39: The thief, male or female, you shall mark their hands as a punishment for their crime, and to serve as an example from GOD. GOD is Almighty, Most Wise.

	16: Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
	25:72: And (know that the true servants of God are) those who do not bear witness to falsehood.


· He who is cruel and calumnious has the character of a cat.' (Hindu. Laws of Manu. Janet, Histoire de la Science Politique, vol. i, p. 6)
· 'Slander not.' (Babylonian. Hymn to Samas. ERE v. 445)

· 'Never do to others what you would not like them to do to you.' (Ancient Chinese. Analects of Confucius, trans. A. Waley, xv. 23; cf. xii. 2)
· 'In Nastrond (= Hell) I saw... murderers.' (Old Norse. Volospá 38, 39)
· 'Utter not a word by which anyone could be wounded.' (Hindu. Janet, p. 7)
· 'Your father is an image of the Lord of Creation, your mother an image of the Earth. For him who fails to honour them, every work of piety is in vain. This is the first duty.' (Hindu. Janet, i. 9)
· 'Choose loss rather than shameful gains.' (Greek. Chilon Fr. 10. Diels)
· 'If the native made a "find" of any kind (e.g., a honey tree) and marked it, it was thereafter safe for him, as far as his own tribesmen were concerned, no matter how long he left it.' (Australian Aborigines. ERE v. 441)
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/arch/lewis/abolition4.htm
Discussion Questions:
1) If the major faiths of the world agree essentially about how to live ethically does it really matter which one you believe in?
2) If the end result (be good, etc.) is the same, why does it matter?
The Text:
 Exodus 20 NIV
1 And God spoke all these words:

 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

 3 "You shall have no other gods before [a] me.

 4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments.

 7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

 8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

 12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

 13 "You shall not murder.

 14 "You shall not commit adultery.

 15 "You shall not steal.

 16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die."
Exodus 32
 30 The next day Moses said to the people, "You have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin."
 31 So Moses went back to the LORD and said, "Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written."

 33 The LORD replied to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and my angel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for their sin."
Quotes:
You cannot go on explaining away forever, or you will find that you have explained explanation itself away. You cannot go on 'seeing through' things forever. The whole point of seeing through something is to see something [else] through it. It is good that you can see through a window, because the garden beyond is opaque. But if you see through everything, then everything is transparent, and a wholly transparent world is an invisible world. So to 'see through' all things is the same as not to see"

-C.S. Lewis “Abolition of Man”
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