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The Text:      Exodus 20 ESV    17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
Discussion Questions:
1) What are the things normally through life you believe you have to have? Desire is not the problem, what are things we over-desire.
2) Why do Americans have a lack of contentment and how would your lives look different if we were really content in our situation?
Quotes

But what do I love, when I love thee? Not beauty of bodies, nor the fair harmony of time, nor the brightness of the light, so gladsome to our eyes, nor sweet melodies of varied songs, nor the fragrant smell of flowers...not limbs acceptable to the embracements of the flesh. None of these I love, when I love my God; and yet I love a kind of light, and melody, fragrance, meat, embracement: where there shineth unto my soul what space cannot contain, and there soundeth what time beareth not away, and there smells what breathing disperses not, and there tastes what eating diminished not, and there clings what satiation divorces not. This is it which I love, when I love my God.









-St. Augustine, Confessions Book 10, 8

Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exist. A baby feels hunger, well, there's such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim, there's such a thing as water. We feel sexual desire, there's such a thing as sex. And if I find in myself desires that no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.....Probably earthly pleasures were not designed to fulfill it, but arouse it.











-CS Lewis

Phil 4:10-13 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
When God wants to play a really rotten practical joke on you, he grants your deepest wish, and then giggles merrily as you suddenly realize you want to kill yourself. [They thought] that the giant thing they were striving for, that fame thing that was going to make everything OK, that was going to make their lives bearable, that was going to provide them with personal fulfillment and ha-ha happiness had happened, and nothing changed. They were still them. The disillusionment turned them howling and insufferable.



























-C. Heimel
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