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Discussion Questions:
1) Defining love—what is the best definition most Americans would agree upon? Put it in the best light.

2) If love is a universally positive virtue in the world, how do we normally motivate people to love each other in society? What do we tell people to cultivate love, or encourage them to do so? Does it work? 
ESV 1 Corinthians 13:3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Quotes:

It is seldom that any of our [bad habits or flaws] disappear by a mere process of natural extinction. At least, it is very seldom that this is done through the instrumentality of reasoning...or by the force of mental determination. But what cannot be destroyed may be dispossessed--and one taste may be made to give way to another, and to lose its power entirely as the reigning affection in the mind. It is thus that the boy ceases at length to be a slave of his appetite, but it is because a [more 'mature'] taste has brought it into subordination. The youth ceases to idolize [sensual] pleasure, but it is because the idol of wealth has...gotten the ascendancy. Even the love of money can cease to have mastery over the heart because it is drawn into the whirl of [ideology and politics] and he is now lorded over by a love of power [and moral superiority]. But there is not one of these transformations in which the heart is left without an object. Its desire for one particular object is conquered---but its desire to have some object...is unconquerable....The only way to dispossess the heart of an old affection is by the expulsive power of a new one...It is only...when admitted into the number of God's children, through faith in Jesus Christ, that the spirit of adoption is poured out on us--it is then that the heart, brought under the mastery of one great and predominant affection, is delivered from the tyranny of its former desires, and the only way that deliverance is possible. Thus...it is not enough...to hold out to the world the mirror of its own imperfections. It is not enough to come forth with a demonstration of the evanescent character of your enjoyments...to speak to the conscience...of its follies....Rather, try every legitimate method of finding access to your hearts for the love of Him who is greater than the world. -- Thomas Chalmers

Love anything and your heart will be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. The only place outside Heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all the dangers of love is Hell. -- C.S.Lewis, The Four Loves Chapter 6

It is probably impossible to love any human being simply ‘too much’. We may love him too much in proportion to our love for God; but it is the smallness of our love for God, not the greatness of our love for the man, that constitutes the inordinacy. -- C.S.Lewis, The Four Loves Chapter 6

� "The Expulsive Power of a New Affection", from The Works of Thomas Chalmers (New York: Robert Carter, 1830) vol. II








PAGE  
1

