City Campus Fall 2011 Quotes
I've been in and out of internet availability for the past week-ish, but all of these emails from you have made me 1.) so excited to be fully back at CCM in the fall 2.) thrilled to be joining ministry team 3.) unbelievably grateful that God has finally brought me to my community in NY and given me a wonderful staff to learn from and ministry to be part of! ---D
Hey Michael,

I hope all is well with you and the family.  This is a bit overdue, but I just wanted to thank you, Joe, and everyone who made CCM possible last year.  CCM was in a way just what I needed.  I was brought up in a church attending family, my grandfather is a minister, and basically I was stuck in the motions.

Yes I would continue to go to church and read my bible even in college, but it was more of a Sunday thing.  I would go to church, feel convicted on Sundays to dedicate myself more to God and then go back to my everyday normal routine, of school, tennis, and maybe sometimes not very "Christian things".  It basically became a never ending cycle. I think a lot of that had to do with not exactly understanding God's love, basically WHY? but I mean what is one of the most important questions doesn't get answered sometimes because that questions the faith itself in a way. But CCM did just that, it was an open community where I felt comfortable bringing up questions and really that ended up helping to strengthen my faith. It definitely helps to be surrounded by a community of amazing people that are not too all exactly sure either, and coming to the figure out how big and in a way crazy God's love is. 

I'm currently working part time with MLB Productions doing game logging, and all is going well so far that I hope to have a full time job there for the upcoming months.  I'm back at home in NJ, saving some money and it's a better commute from home than the city.  I've been going to my church at home and haven't really been able to attend any of the small groups for recent college grads yet because my work schedule has been crazy and changes weekly, so I hope that once things settle down I'll be able to start going to the group regularly, also hope to get to do some visits at Redeemer in the near future. . I read Donald Miller's book Blue Like Jazz this summer thanks to a suggestion from Averi and she also suggested his other book, I really loved  how he broke things down, and it reminded me of CCM.  If you have any other book suggestions that would be great!

One of my friends, Tiffany who used to play tennis with me is going up with Bristol and Chloe tomorrow. I hope you get to meet her. I hope all is good with you. Send my love to everyone, and I hope you all have another wonderful year.- S

Also, had a lovely lunch with M  today and we were both just gushing over how much CCM means to us.  Seriously life changing to be part of a community of believers who can be so honest about their sin and so willingly lavish God's grace on people. These are definitely happy days! ----GH
Mike,

To be honest I felt that I had to say something. I'm glad you felt that way because you also validated my uneasiness, but I did feel a little guilty because I felt I was very critical of the people who said those answers. As you know I only knew how to give the Christian answers my first year at RUF CCM and now I feel embarrassed to hear those types of answers coming from others because they remind me of old myself. Maybe I've swung too far to the other side, but again i'm glad that a pastor shares my opinion.  –D

Dude,
I could tell you most of the right Christian answers to the questions we asked, but that never really helps any doubt I have.  When that doubt arises I only have what I've been told is right, not anything to explore doubt or struggling as a stage.  I'm glad I have somewhere to actually process ideas when I'm having a really hard time doing what I can recite. –J

I'm just glad I have a group like we do. So much grace. I'm happy I can share as well. It's awfully refreshing that I don't have to be afraid anymore. It's awesome. Thanks for the email. Love you too brochacho. –S

Dear Michael and Sara,

The day before Lucy's 1st birthday, I just wanted to say how happy and thankful I am to have shared your daughter's first year with you guys and the rest of CCM. Your family has been a blessing in my life and, without a doubt, to many others. 

I also wanted to thank you guys for all the support, love, and grace you show me now and for the past two years. I can't thank you two enough for those things and I really appreciate it. Through your ministry at CCM, I think I finally understood why community in the Christian life is so important; I really can't go about it on my own. It is such a comfort to know I can be honest with my sins and struggles and instead of being condemned, I am shown grace. I think this has finally hit home for me these past few months. Thank you for that and thank you for also being open with me and always being available to me. –S
Michael, thank you for including me tonight.  It was honestly a pleasure for me to come and meet so many of the people supporting CCM, and just get to know a few more people.  It's finally starting to feel like my church and it's amazing!  I was such a tourist at church my freshman year, never thinking I could find community there.  But then I met CCM and you all have changed my life!  I shouldn't keep being so surprised at what God does, but I am.  And tonight was really special for me.
And thank you for the two-hour talk this week.  The more time I spend with you and Sara the more I love you both and feel overwhelmingly grateful that God has brought you into my life--even if that does mean I'll have an arranged marriage =)

I believe in everything that CCM is accomplishing.  I know a night like tonight could be so awkward.  I hate asking for money and promoting myself, so the idea of doing both is terrifying.  But the beauty is that we don't have to embellish anything.  You simply spoke the truth tonight and gave glory to God.  And He will bring about all the support that we need!

Okay, rambling over.  But I just wanted you to know that it meant a lot for me to be part of tonight.  Thank you for letting me partake! –D
Seriously so grateful for you and Sara and everyone else at CCM.  I could never have imagined a community supporting me, loving me, growing me the way you all have this past year.  There are a lot of reasons college in NYC is so difficult, but more and more I am so grateful that I am here and living alongside you all.  And it's amazing to know that these four years at NYU are not a break from my real life, but rather me laying the foundation for what, I hope, will be my life in new york.  Exciting stuff. –P

It was awesome to meet up before small group and to hear your vision for City Campus and the future of our community. I'm so grateful that you, Sara, and Joe love and care not only for us but for this city because it allows us to be mindful of and to grow to love the place we live and the people that we wouldn't normally consider. And I'm so grateful that you are open to all the questions that I have--about ministry, the gospel, your heart and vision. It's so exciting for me to be a part of it all, encouraging and convicting like you mentioned in small group.

I really love and appreciate you and Sara for the grace and love you've shown to me, trusting me when I am so not put together. Thank you for allowing me to serve with you the people that you love! See you Sunday! -M

I remember a conversation we once had about praying for sins we do not even know about. You said it is a very scary thing to ask God to make aware to you the sins that you don't even know you have and asking Him to forgive us for those sins. I think I fully understand now why that is a scary prayer; you're essentially asking God to show you how deeply screwed up you really are and facing that reality is frightening.

Just a thought I had. Thanks for helping me to realize that. Grace and I are getting better. I'm sorry if I disappointed you in any way. I really appreciate you and Sara helping both Grace and me. Thankful, and very blessed to have you guys with us. Cheers, S.
